Re ee a 


. 
Lowe” Bi 








THE 


REGISTER OF PENNSYLVANIA. 


se 








a nee 


DEVOTED TO THE PRESERVATION OF EVERY KIND OF USEFUL INFORMATION RESPECTING THE STATE, 














——— 


EDITED BY SAMUEL HAZARD. 


VOL. V.—NO. 16. PHILADELPHIA, APRIL 17, 1830. NO. 120 








NATIONAL CURRENCY. | of direct dependence on the officers of Government, at 

SENATE OF THE UNITED STATES, | variance with the whole scheme of our institutions.— 

March 29, 1830, The limit to which this currency should be issued, the 

Mr. Smith, of Maryland, made the following Report: | persons to whom it would be lent, the securities taken 

The Committee on Finance, to which was referred a reso- | for its repayment, the places where it should be redeem- 

lution of the 30th December, 1829, directing the Com- | ed, involve great complication and great hazard, regare- 

mittee to inquire into the expediency of establishing an \ ing it merely in a financial point of view, while, on more 

uniform Nutional Currency of the United States, and | enlarged considerations of political expediency, the ob- 

to report thereon to the Senate, report: jections to it are, in the opinion of the committee, insup- 
That nothing short of the imperative order of the | erable and fatal. 

Senate could induce the committee to enter on a subject Believing such a scheme to be impracticable, the 

so surrounded with difficulty. ‘They undertake it with | committee were consoled with the reflection that it is 

diffidence and a distrust of their capacity to elucidate a | wnnecessary, as they are satisfied that the country is in 


subject that has engaged many nations, and the pens of | thé enjoyment of an uniform national currency, not only 


the ablest writers, without, as yet, coming to any defi- | sound and uniform in itself, and perfectly adapted to all 
nite conclusion. It still remains to be determined,— | the purposes of the Government and the community, 
What is the soundest and most uniform currency’ One | but more sound and uniform than that possessed by 
nation assumes one system, another a different plan.— | any other country. The importance of this truth will jus- 
In one nation a plan is devised, and succeeds for a time | tify the committee in stating some details to establish it. 
by prudent and restrictive emissions. Elated with suc-| The currency of the United States, the only legal cur- 
cess, large and more extensive emissions are risqued; | rency, is goldand silver. All debts tothe Government, 
a rapid nominal rise of all property takes place; the peo- | and all debts to individuals, being received in that me- 
ple are not aware that such nominal rise is the effect of | dium, and innoother. As, however, the amount of 
depreciation; the bubble bursts, and ruin to the unsus- | coin requisite for these purposes would be unmanagea- 
pecting, is the consequence. All history shows such a | ble and inconvenient, the United States, like other com- 
result in several nations, and particularly in that of the | mercial countries, have adopted the system of making 
United States. The committee, engaged on a variety credit supply many of the uses of coin; and numerous 
of subjects, cannot devote so much time on the resolu- | banking companies have been established. issuing notes, 
tion as the mover must believe would be necessary to | promissing to pay on demand, gold and silver. The 
develope fully the question before them, to wit: A sound | Government of the United States has established one of 
and uniform National Currency. Presuming, from the | asimilar character; and for the convenience of the com- 
tenor of the resolution, that the uniform National Cur- | munity, the public revenue is collected in gold and sil- 
rency proposed must be prepared by the National Gov- | yer, the notes of the Bank of the United United States 
ernment, circulated under its authority, and maintained | and of such solvent State banks, as the Bank of the Unit- 
by its credit, the committee have complied with the in- | ed States and its branches will receive as cash. 
struction of the Senate, by endeavouring to devise some | The currency, therefore, of the United States, in its 
plan, through which the agency of the Government, in | relation to the Government of the United States, con- 
such a measure, could be safe or useful; but after giving | sists of gold and silver, and of notes equivalent to gold 
to it all the consideration they could bestow, their re-| and silver. And the inquiry which naturally presents 
flections have resulted in a belief that any such measure | itself, is, whether this mixed mass of currency is sound 
must resolve itself, at Jast, into a mere system of paper | and uniform for all the practical purposes of the Gov- 
money, issued by the Government. The resort to the | ernment, and the trade of the Union. That it isso, will 
issue of a paper money has been often the desperate | appear from the following fact: 

expedient of the wants ofa nation. It hasthenfound its; 1st, The Government receives its revenue from— 
justification only in the necessity which created it: yetsuch 343 Custom Houses, 

are its inevitable evils,that every prudent Government has 42 Land Offices, 

the moment its pressing exigencies permitted, returned 8,004 Post Offices, 

to the orly safe basis of a circulating medium, the pre- | 134 Receivers of Internal Revenue, 

cious metals, and the private credits attached to the use 37 Marshals, 

ofthem. Such were the expedients of the Government 53 Clerks of Courts. 

of the United States during its two wars, such itsimme-| ‘These, with other receiving officers, which need not 
diate abandonment of them at the return of peace. But, | be specified, compose an aggregate of more than 9,000 
in the present condition of the Treasury of the United | persons, dispersed through the whole of the Union, who 
States, with a revenue far beyond its wants, with a debt | collect the public revenue. From these persuns, the 
almost nominal, and hastening to its entire extinguish- | Goyernment has for the ten vears preceding the Ist of 
ment, such a measure is not needed by the interests of January, 1830, received, $230,068,855 17. This sum 
the Government, nor is there the slightest indication of | has been collected in every section of this widely ex- 
its being demanded by the wants of the country. Of tended country. It has been disbursed at other points, 
“much an issue of paper money, the Executive at Wash- | many thousand miles distant from the places where it 
ington would be the natural fountain. The agents | was collected; and yet it has been so collected and dis- 
of the Executive, the natural channels. The individ- tributed, without the loss, as faras the committee can 
uals, corporations and states whe borrowed it, must be- learn,ofa single dollar,and without the expense of a sin- 
come debtors to the Government; and the inevitable gle dollar tothe Government. That a currency, by 


7 weer a would be, the creation ofa monied engine | which the Government has been thus enabled to collect 
oL. V. 31 
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and transfer such an amount of revenue to pay its army 
and navy, and all its expenses, and the national debt, is 
unsafe and unsound, cannot readily be believed: for 
there can be no surer test of its sufficiency, than the 
simple fact that every dollar received in the form 
of a bank note, in the remotest parts ofthe interior, 
is, without charge, converted into a silver dollar, at ev- 
ery one of the vast number of places where the services 
of the Government requires its disbursement. The Sec- 
retary of the Treasury, in his report of the 6th Decem- 
ber, 1828, declares that, during the four years preced- 
ing, the receipts of the Government had amounted to 
more than ninety-seven millions of dollars, and that “all 
payments on account of the public debt, whether for in- 
terest or principal; all on account of pensions; all for 
the civil list; for the army; for the navy; or for whatever 
purpose wanted, in any part of the Union, have been 
punctually met.”” The same officer states; that ‘It is 
the preservation of a good currency that can alone im- 
part stability to property, and prevent those fluctua- 
tions in its value, hurtful alike to individuals, and to na- 
tional wealth. This advantage,the Bank has secured to 
the community, by confining within prudent limits its 
issues of paper,” &c. &c. 

2d. If this currency is thus sound and uniform for the 
Government, it is not less so to the community. 

The basis of all good currency should be the precious 
metals, gold and silver; and ina mixed currency of paper 
circulating with gold or silyer, and convertible into it, 
the great object to be attained is, that the paper should 
always be equal to gold or silver; that is, it should al- 
ways be exchangeable for gold or silver. Such a cur- 
rency is perfect, uniting the convenience of a portable 
material with the safety of a metallic medium. Now it 
cannot be doubted, that throughout this whole country, 
the circulating bank notes are equal to specie, and con- 
vertible into speeie. There may bey and probably are, 
exceptions; because among banks, as among men, there 
are some who make a show of unreal strength. But it 
is a fact so familiar to the experience of every citizen in 
the community as to be undeniable, that, in all the At- 
lantic and commercial cities, and generally speaking 
throughout the whole country, the notes of the State 
banks are equal to gold or silver. The committee do 
not mean to say that there may not be too many banks, 
or that insolvencies do not occasionally occur among 
them; but as every bank which desires to maintain its 
character, must be ready to make settlements with the 
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| paid in silver; which is throughout the Union equal to 
| silver in payment to the Government and payments to, 
| individuals &W business; and which, whenever silver is 
needed in any part of the country, will command it, 
| without the charge of the slightest fraction of a per 
centage. By means of this currency, funds are trans-~ 
mitted at an expense less than in any othercountry. In 
no other country can a merchant do what every citizen 
of the United States can do—deposit for instance, his 
silver at St. Louis, or Nashville, or New Orleans, and 
receive notes, which he can carry with him 1,000 or 1,- 
500 miles, to the Atlantic cities, and there receive for 
them an equivalent amount of silver, without any ex- 
pense whatever; and in no possible event an expense 
beyond a quarter of one per cent. If, however, a cit- 
izen does not wish to incur the anxiety of carrying these 
notes with him, or to run the hazard of the mail, he may, 
instead of them, receive a draft, payable to himself or 
his agent alone, so as to ensure the receipt of an equal 
amount, at an expense of not 4 and often not 4 of the ac- 
tual cost of carrying the silver. The owner of funds, for in- 
stance, at St. Louis or Nashville, can transfer them te 
Philadelphia for one-half per cent.; from New Orleans, 
generally, without any charge at all—at most, one-half 
per cent.; from Mobile, from par to one-half per cent. ; 
from Savannah, at one-half per cent.; and from Charles- 
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ton, at from par to one-quarter per cent. — 


This seems to present a state of currency approaching 
as near to perfection as could be desired: for here is a 
currency issued at twenty-four different parts of the U- 
nion, obtainable by any citizen who has money or cred- 
lit. When in his possession, it is equivalent to silver in 
| all his dealings with all the 9,000 agents of the Govern- 
| ment, throughout the Union. In all his dealings with 
| the interior,it is better than silver; in all his dealings with 
| the commercial cities, equal to silver; and if, for any pur- 
| pose, he desires the silver with which he boughtit, it is 
| at his disposal, almost universally, without any diminu- 
| tion, and never more than a diminution of one quarter 
| per cent. It is not easy to imagine, it is scarcely neces- 
| sary to desire, any currency better than this. 
It is not among its least advantages, that it bears a 
| proper relation to the real business and exchanges of 
| the country; being issued only to those whose credit 
| entitles them to it, increasing with the wants of the ac- 
tive operations of society, and diminishing, as these sub- 
| side, into comparative inactivity—while it is the radical 
| vice of all Government paper to be issued without re- 


Bank of the United States, as the agent of the Govern- | gard to the business of the community, and to be gov- 
ment, or be immediately discredited, and must therefore erned wholly by considerations of convenience to the 
keep its notes equal to gold or silver, there can be little | Government. 

danger to the community, while the issues of the banks | After escaping so recently from the degradation of a 
are restrained from running to excess, by the salutary | depreciated paper currency, the committee would ab- 
control of the Bank of the United States, whose own stain from every thing which might, however remotely, 
circulation is extremely moderate, compared with the } revive it. The period is not remote when, in the lan- 
amount of its capital. Accordingly, the fact is, that the | guage of the late Secretary of the Treasury, the coun- 
general credit of the bank is good, and that their paper | try was oppressed by a ‘‘currency without any basis of 
is always convertible into gold or silver, and for all local | coin, or other effective check, and of no value, as a me- 
purposes forms a local currency equivalent to gold and dium of remittance or exchange, beyond the jurisdic- 
silver. There is, however, superadded to this currency,a | tion of the State whence it had been issued—a curren- 
general currency more known,more trusted,& more valu- | cy that not unfrequently imposed upon the Treasury 
able than the local currency, which is employed in the ex- | the necessity of meeeting, by extravagant premiums, 
change between different parts of the country. These are | the mere act of transferring the revenue, collected at 
thenotes of the national bank. These notes are receivable | one point, to defray unavoidable expense at another.” 
for the Government, by the 9,000 receivers, scattered | It is still within the recollections of the Senate, when, 
throughout every part of the country. They are in fact, | at the seat of Government itself, specie could only be 
in thecourse of business,paid in gold or silver,though they are | bad at 20 or 22 per cent. in exchange for the bank pa- 
not legally, or necessarily so paid, by the branches of the | per promises to pay specie; that for bank notes of Bal- 
bank in every section of the Union. In al} commercial | timore, 2 per cent. were paid; for those of Philadelphia, 
places they are received, in all transactions, without any |6 to 7 per cent.; for those of New York, 15 to 16 per 
reduction in value, and never, under any circumstances, | cent.; and for those of Boston, 20 to 22 per cent.; a 
does the paper, from the remotest branches, vary be- | ous inequalities, which have now happily disappeared 
yond a quarter of one per cent, in its actual exchange $d. ‘The soundness of the currency may be further 
for silver. Here, then, is a currency as safe as silver; | illustrated by the present condition of the foreign ex- 
more convenient, and more valuable than-silver, which, | changes. 

through the whole western and southern, and interior Exchange on England is, at the present moment, 
parts of the Union, is eagerly sought in exchange for | more than one per cent. under par; that is, more than 
silver; which in those sections, often bears a premium one per cent. in favor of the United States. T his being 
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the real fact, disguised by the common forms of quot- 
ing exchange on England at between 8 and 9 per cent. 
premium. 

It would lead the committee too far from its present 
purpose to explain that the original estimate of the A- 
merican dollar, as being worth four shillings and six- 
pence, and that, therefore the English pound sterling is 
worth $4 44, is wholly erroneous, and occasions a con- 
stant misapprehension of the real state of our intercourse 
with Great Britain. The Spanish dollar has not, for a 
century, been worth four and six pence; the American 
dollar never was; and whatever artificial value we may 
assign to our coins, is wholly unavailing to them in the 
crucibles of London or Paris. According to the latest 
accounts from London, at the close of December last, 
the Spanish dollar, instead of being worth four shillings 
and sixpence, or 54 pence, was worth only 493 pence; 
the American dollar at least one-fourth per cent. less; 
so that to produce one hundred times four and sixpence, 
it would be necessary to send to England, not 100 dol- 
lars, but 109 1-16 Spanish dollars, or 1094 of the Uni- 
ted States’ dollars. If to this be added the expenses 
and charges of sending the money and converting it in- 
to English gold, it will cost 111; so that 111 is at this 
moment, the real par of exchange between the United 
States and England. If, therefore, a bill at sight can be 
procured for less than this sum, or a bill at sixty days 
for one per cent. less, say 110 per cent. it is cheaper 
than sending silver; that is to say, he who has silver to 
send to England can purchase a bill on London for a 
greater amount than he would get if he shipped the sil- 
ver itself, and of course exchange would be in favor of 
the United States against England. Now, such bills can 
be bought at a less rate, by more than one per cent. in 
every city in the United States. 
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not Philadelphia paper ten per cent. worse than Boston, 
and that much better than Baltimore? 

Answer. Philadelphia paper was 17 per cent. worse 
than Boston paper—9 to 94 worse than New York paper 
—44 betier than Baltimore. 

Q. 2. Were not the State Banks indebted to the Gov- 
ernment in large sums, which they could not have paid 
in sound currency? Ifso, to what amount? And did 
not the bank in many instances assume those debts, and 
pay them in good currency, (if so, to what amount?) 
and indulge those banks until it was convenient for 
them to pay? and did not the Bank lose money by such 
indulgence? 

A. In the years 1817 and 1818 the Government trans- 
ferred to the bank at Philadelphia, from the State insti- 
tutions, 7,472,419 87 dollars, which was cashed, and 3,- 
356,691 67 dollars of special deposite, to be collected 
by the bank, making 10,809,111 54 dollars. The loss 
sustained by the bank, I cannot estimate. I should 
willingly compromise for a loss of only 200,000 dollars. 

Q. 3. Has the bank at any time oppressed any of the 
State banks? 

A. Never. Where are very few banks which might 
not have been destroyed by an exertion of the power 
of the bank. None have ever been injured. Many 
have been saved. And more have been, and are con- 
stantly relieved, when it is found that they are solvent, 
but are suffering under temporary difficulty. 


Q. 4. When a Stale bank becomes indebted to the 
bank to an improper extent, what course do you pur- 
sue? Do youlct them go beyond a certain amount,and 
what is that amount? 

A. The great object is to keep the State banks with- 
in proper limits; to make them shape their business ac- 
cording to their means. For this purpose they are cal- 





This fact is conclusive as to the state of the currency. | Jed upon to settle; never forced to pay specie if it can 


If the bank notes of the country were hot equal to spe- | be avoided, but payment is taken in their bills of ex- 
cie, specie would be at a premium, which it no where | change, or suffered to lie occasionally until the bank can 
is at present. If the currency were unsound, more must | turn round; no amount of debt is fixed, because the 


be paid of that currency in order to produce an equal | principle we wish to establish is, that every bank should 
amount of coin in another country, where these bank | 


notes do not circulate. But if, as is the case at present, | 
the bank notes are convertible into specie, if you can | 
buy with bank notes as much as you can buy with sil- | 
ver, and if, in the transactions of the country abroad, the | 
merchants, who, if the notes were not equal to coin, 
would go to the bank and ship the coin, can pay as | 
much debt in foreign countries with the notes as by 
sending the coin; there seems nothing wanting to com- 
plete the evidence of the soundness and uniformity of 
the currency. : 

On the whole, the committee are of opinign that the | 
present state of the currency is safe for the community, | 
and eminently useful to the Government; that for some | 
years past, it has been improving by the infusion into | 
the circulating medium of a larger portion of coin, and | 
the substitution of the paper of more solvent banks inlieu | 
of those of inferior credit; and that, if left to the pro- | 
gress of existing laws and institutions, the partial in- 
conveniences, which still remain, of the paper currency 
of the last war, will be wholly and insensibly remedied. 
Under these circumstances, they deem it prudent to 
abstain from all legislation; to abide by the practical 
good which the country enjoys, and to put nothing to 
hazard by doubtful experiments. : 





{ 
} 


The committee submit, for the information of the | 


Senate, certain questions propounded to the President 
of the Bank of the United States, together with his an- 
swers thereto,and a document furnished by that officer, 
showing the rates of exchange at which drafts are drawn 
by the Bank of the United States and its offices of dis- 
count and deposite; and ask to be discharged from the 
further consideration of the subject. 





(Questions submitted to the President of the Bank of the 
United States, with his Answers. 





always be ready to provide for its notes. 


Q. 5. If you give drafts on any of the branches, or 
from one branch on another, or on the mother bank, 
what is the commission charged? 

A. The charge for drafts is less than the transporta- 
of specie. I send a detailed statement on this point. 

Q. 6. Do you, and at every branch, pay specie on 
demand? Has there ever been a refusal? 

A. Never. 

Q. 7. Can you state whether specie is more or less 
abundant in the United States at present, than at any 
former period? 

A. At the present moment, I think, specie is more 
abundant than usual. It comesin as usual. And the 
state of the exchanges with Europe is stich that it is 
cheaper to buy bills, than to ship coin. The bank had, 
on the first instant, 7,608,000 dollars, which is more 
than it has had for nine years past. 


Q. 8. When the debt is annually paid off to foreign- 
ers,do they remit in specie or bills of exchange’? Do you 
supply the means in either way? 

A. When foreigners are paid off, a part is re-invest- 
ed in other stocks, a part goes in bills, a considerable 
portion of which are bills of the bank. Specie is never 
resorted to unless the bill market is so high as to make 
that mode of remittance cheaper. 

Q.9. Since you commenced the purchase and sale 
of bills of exchange, has the rate varied; if se, to what 
extent? 

A. The operations of the bank in exchanges has had 
the effect of preventing the great fluctuations to which 
they were previously lable. 

Q. 10. What is the reason that exchange on England 
continues above what was formerly considered the par, 
that is, the dollar valued at 4s. 6 pence sterling’ Is 


Question 1. When the Bank went into operation, was | it that the intrinsic value of the dollar has been found 
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4, 6d. when it never has been worth four and sixpence, 
and of course when it goes abroad, it is estimated not by 
the name we give it, but according to its real value. 




















io be less than 4s. 6d.? If so, what is that intrinsic 
value? 
A. The reason is, that we chooseto call our dollar | 














RATES OF EXCHANGE 
A which Drafts are drawn by the Bank of the United States and its Offices of Discount and Deposite. 
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BANK OF TH cE UNITED STATES, Bills discounted on per- 
Report or the Secretary of the Treasury on the Uni- sonal security, 31,126,407 30 
ted States Bank, made to Congress on the 28th of De- | Funded debt, 251,128 88 
cember, 1829. Bank stock, 1,120,964 90 


General Siatement. 


Domestic!bills of exchange,7,718,029 0S 
Funded debt United States, various, $11,655,290 90 
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Foreign bills of exchange, 259,058 12 | Navy Agent Norfolk, 40,144 17 
Real Estate, 2,727,046 18 
Baring, Brothers & Co. Hope & Ca. and Total, $100,663,367 54 
Hottinguer & Co. 968,378 75 =. 
Due from Bank U. States Capital stock, $34,996,269 635 
and Offices, 16,281,689 09 Notes issued, 27,537,798 76 
Due from State Banks, 2,149,942 68 Discount, exchange and interest, 1,371,214 11 
18,431,631 77 | Foreign exchange, 13,725 98 
Due from United States, 5,267 32] Dividends unclaimed, 80,579 85 
Due from J. A. Buchanan and J. W. Mc- Profit and loss, 1,497,350 36 
Culloch, 612,760 44 | Contingent fund, 4,974,557 91 
Losses chargeable to the conting’t fund, 2,551,693 83 | Due to Bank United States and Offices, 14,917,012 52 
Deficiencies, 135,288 02) Due to State Banks, 1,179,577 24 
Banking houses, bonus, premium, &c. 1,444,401 89 | Redemption of public debt, 517,820 50 
Expenses, 199,499 29 | Deposites of Treasurer of United States, 6,743,665 25 
Cash, notes of Bank U.S. | Deduct over drafts and special deposites, 250,851 99 
and offices, 12,589,672 80 | Deposites of public officers, 801,029 79 
Do. do. State Banks, 1,405,817 30 | Deposites of individuals, 6,260,618 63 
Specie, 7,251,782 78 -- 
21,247,272 88 | Total, $100,663,367 54 
Mortgages, &c. 189,103 87 | Sap 














STATEMENT OF THE BANK OF THE UNITED STATES AND ITS OFFICES OF DISCOUNT 
AND DEPOSIT AT THE DATES MENTIONED. 


















































Due to Bank of United|Deposites of Treasurer; Deposites of Indi- 
1829. | Banks. States and Offices. of the United States. | ' viduals. 
November 50 {Bank Unitd States, 2,700,404 55 808,441 81 1,092,635 99 
do 23 jOffice, Portland, 215,955 7 47,154 59 17,962 09 
do — do Portsmouth, 66,384 90 13,838 10 13,947 18 
do 23 do Boston, 186,901 91 1,174,594 44 250,400 50 
do 20 do Vrovidence, 144,530 85 23,378 85 24,941 67 
do 23 do Hartford, 115,336 84 6,165 80 29,125 51 
do 25 do New York, 979,452 71 2,944,900 87 913,720 81 
do 23 do Baltimore, 2,487,331 11 215,239 03 604,171 82 
do 21 do Washington, | 383,688 68 87,563 10 283,275 68 
do 2¢ do Richmond, 201,685 02 28,492 91 194,685 56 
do 21 do Norfolk, 28,908 16 10,786 57 234,638 61 
do 23 | do Fayetteville, | 194,239 42 34,853 56 38,517 27 
do 17 do Charleston, 187,693 31 120,522 $2 519,478 72 
do — do Savannah, 122,339 50 104,860 70 $3,406 45 
do 13 | do Mobile, 9,784 26 200,524 38 48,267 66 
do 2 do New Orleans, | 784,829 13 481,198 10 717,550 45 
do 9 do St. Louis, 264,210 27 102,215 87 148,211 90 
do 11 | do Nashville, 465,330 03 7,183 94 160,616 78 
do 10 do Louisville, 675,043 94 106,335 14 197,046 28 
do 16 do Lexington, 457,099 14 10,304 28 224,958 20 
do 19 do Cincinnati, 832,145 18 199,294 28 274,036 39 
do 20 do Pittsburgh, 241,553 79 15,596 10 184,190 73 
do 10 do Buffalo, 66,274 80 420 81 54,747 77 





2,843,224 65 





do 21 |Ag’cy Cincinnati, 




















june 2 | do Chillicothe, | 312,893 67 84 61 
| ——- 
Total, | __ 14,917,012 52 6,743,665 25 6,260,618 63 











YORK AND MARYLAND LINE RAIL ROAD. | expense, are also bound, have repeatedly and respect- 
= fully made application to the Legislature of the state 

PUBLIC MEETING AT YORK. for an act of incorporation fora rail road from York to 

At a meeting of the citizens of the Borough and the Maryland line in order that they might possess the 
County of York, convened at the court-house, on Satur- | same facilities as to market, and enjoy equal advantages 
day the 27th of March: Cuartes A. Baryitz, Esq. was withother citizenswhose locality enables them to use the 
called to the Chair, and George S. Morris, and John | state works. These applications have, by some of the 
Evans, Esq. appointed Secretaries. members of former Legislatures, been looked upon with 
The chairman having stated that this meeting was | 4n unpropitious eye, as being calculated to injure the 
rendered necessary by a similar one held in Philadel- trade of the state. rhe citizens of these counties, how- 
phia, [the proceedings of which were read.]. Mr. Ham-| ever, with great satisfaction and gratitude have seen, 
BLY then presented the following preamble and resolu- that the present Legislature regard their claims, as 
tions, which were read and unanimously adopted. founded in justice and equity; and so far from being 
Whereas, the citizens of the counties of York, Ad- calculated to depress or injure the general welfare, will 
ams, Franklin and Cumberland, being so situated, as to unquestionably increase our prosp¢iity, unanimity and 
be entirely shut out from any participation in the bene-| happiness. So far from being criginated by selfish mo- 


fits of the state improvements, which are being con-/| tives, or an alienation of regard from any portion of the 


structed at so great an expense to which they have in | state, they have considered them, as founded on our 
| equal rights and sincere wishes for the general pros- 


common with their other fellow-citizens cheerfully con- | equ 
tributed, and for the payment of the yet to be ineyrred | perity. 
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With great surprise and regret therefore, the citizens | ing our union, healing old breaches, removing former 
of these counties, have seen the preamble and resolu- | complaints, and finally, will impress upon our hearts ever- 
tions passed in Town Meeting by some of the citizens of | /asting gratitude to the present Legislature. 

Philadelphia, convened with the view, openly express-| Resolved, That this meeting view with the highest 
ed, of bringing to bear upon the Senate, in whose hands | degree of satisfaction the course pursued by the present 
this bill now is,an ouf-door influence,having for its object, | Legislature respecting the passage of a bill for the in- 
the defeat of the present bill. Could we for a moment be- | corporation of the York and Maryland Line Rail Road 
lieve,that the Senatewould not spurn such an attempt,we | Company. 

would submit without a word to the fate which would| Resolved, That this meeting regard the present at- 


then impend. But trusting freely and unhesitatingly in | tempt of a few of the citizens of Philadelphia, to pre- 


the justice of our claims, and the judgment of that hon- | vent the passage of this bill at this time, as an unlooked 


orable body, it only remains for us to answer those falla- | for, and unwarranted interference with Legislative 
cious arguments which have been used against us by | proceedings. 

that meeting. Resolved, That this meeting, trusting in the justice 
It is argued, that “the passage of this bill, will destroy | and judgment of the Legislative body, willingly and 
the original canal system, divert the trade from the confidently await their decision upon this bill. 

state, and be a virtual violation of the original compact | Resolved, That a committee of correspondence and 
entered into, at the adoption of the system of Internal | superintendence be appointed,&that they be authorised 


improvement.” What this original compact was, this| to take such measures as they may deem proper and 
meeting is unable to comprehend, unless it was, that the | expedient to carry the objects of this meeting into ef- 
interests of the whole should be regarded, and not solely | fect. 
that of a part, that the system should be generalandnot} The following persons were accordingly appointed: 
local. Astoa diversion of trade, we are at a loss to con-| Thomas M‘Grath, Henry Smyser, Jacob Emmitt, Geo. 
ceive, how a thing can be diverted froim a course which | Small, Charles A. Barnitz, Dr. William M‘Ilvain, John 
it never pursued. Gardner, James S. Connellee, George King, George 
The citizens of this section of the state have always | Laucks, George S. Morris, Samuel Rutter, Wm. Jones, 
sold their produce in Baltimore, and always bouglit | George Lauman, C. F. Fisher. 
their goods in Philadelphia. And although a similar Resolved, That copies of the proceedings of this 
contention arose when we asked for the incorporation | meeting be transmitted to his Excellency the Governor, 
of our turnpikes, the same jealousies were excited, the | and to the Speakers of the Senate and House of Repre- 
same arguments used and the same results foretold—| sentatives of this commonwealth. 
still, the old course of trade is pursued, the produce is C. A. BARNITZ, Chairman. 
still sold in Baltimore and the goods still bought in| George S. ne Rneenneil 
Philadelphia. The latter has still prospered, the state| John Lvans, — 
has remained uninjured, and we have been accommoda- 
ted with thousands of others, to the injury of none.— : : ; é ; 
That instead of destroying the canal system, it will ren-| The following are the proceedings of a meeting which 
der it more productive, must be evident from the tolls | took place, in consequence of the Senate having nega- 


on Iron and Coal, which can then be sent to market in| tived the bill, incorporating the “York and Maryland 
the Chesapeake to the profit of our citizens up the riv- 


: . : a 
er, the increase of the canal tolls, and the general pros- Line Rail Road Company. 


perity. Of what advantage will it be to our fellow citi- | PUBLIC MEETING. 


zens on the East and West branches of the Susquehan- | At a meeting of the citizens of the Borough and 
na, that they can get to market, if it be at such a disad-| County of York, held at the court-house, on Monday 


vantage, by reason of the distance, that they cannot avail | evening the 5th of April, 1830, the following resolutions 
themselves of it? Will it not be better to afford them | were adopted. 
a direct road to a near market for their coal, than to force Resolved, That this meeting regards with the deep- 
them to Philadelphia—to a market, which another sea- | est feelings of disappointment and regret, the late refu- 
son will glut, and which other mines command; or to/| sal of a majority of the Senate of this State, to grant the 
compel them to go by Philadelphia through the Dela-| reasonable and rightful request of these southern coun- 
ware and Chesapeake canal, and look for a market, or ties, for a charter to construct a rail road to the Mary- 
give up the business— Which latter must ultimately and | land Line. 
assuredly be the result of such a course. Resolved, That it is the opinion of this meeting, that 
This bill itis said will be “suicidal to the state inter-| public acts which authorize a vast expenditnre of mo- 
ests, and carry the trade from the West of York to Bal-| ney mainly for the benefit of a particular section, whilst 
timore.” If the passage of this bill give vent to an ad- | another section is denied the privilege of expending ifs 
ditional 100,000 tons of coal, will the additional tolls giv- | own means in improvements tending to its own advan- 
en by such an increased trade (which without this vent | tage are illiberal, unjust, promotive of invidious hostil- 


can never be carried on,) will this, we say, be suicidal? | ity, contrary to the spirit of the social compaet, and cal- 
We think not. And asto the trade west of York; if| 


culated to aggrand.ze a part at the expense of the 
there be no facility for carrying it to Philadelphia it will | whole. 


not be taken there, even if it be prevented trom going to| Resolved, That this meeting consider the people of 
Baltimore. It must rot in the farmer’s barn. | these United States as one great family, linked together 
It is true that from Philadelphia much of the revenue | by common interests; and that the liberal and enlarged 
of the state arises; but it is also true, that even afterthis | policy ofthe state of Maryland, in authorizing the con- 
bill be passed, admitting her own view of it to be cor- | struction of the Chesapeake and Delaware canal, and 
rect, still, she will derive advantages far greater than we | subscribing a large amount of stock to that improve- 
can, in proportion to her payments into the state Trea- | ment to her great detriment, is in striking contrast with 
sury. That meeting says, ‘‘that asa matter of justice, | the selfish and contracted policy of our Iegislature, in 
those south western turnpikes which are involved in| refusing our application, because the construction of 
debt, ought to be aided!” And why? Not because they | this road might conduce to the advantage of a sister 
regard them any more favorably than our improvement, | state. 
but because they would now be glad to conciliafe and} Resolved, That it is the opinion of this meeting, that the 
undo what hasbeendone. They say, ‘‘this bill will) city of Philadelphia is the spoiled child of the common- 
rend the cords of union by which we have heretofore | wealth; that she has drained the treasury, exhausted 
been bound.” So far from this being the case, this| the resources, and seriously impaired the credit of the 
meeting firmly belicve that it will be the means of cement- | state; and that her influence and attempts to force trade 
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into unnatural channels, are a blight upon the commerce 
and prosperity of the state at large. 

Resolved, That being situated, as we are, on the 
confines of the State, and without the reach of her 
improvements, there is nothing left for our relief, 
but to open arail road communication with the city of 
Baltimore; and that it is the duty, as well as the interest 
of these southern counties, forthwith to proceed to the 
construction of said road, in such manner as shall be 
most advisable. 

Resolved, That a committee of five persons, of proper 
qualifications, be appointed to report to an adjourned 
meeting, the most practicable mode of proceeding, to 
effect the object without a charter. 

Resolved, ‘That the thanks of this meeting be respect- 
fully presented to those members of the Senate and 
House of Representatives, who gave their support to 
the application of the petitioners for said charter. 

WM. M'‘ILVAIN, Chairman. 





Messrs. 


Messrs. 
Matheys, of Mont. 16 21 | Rehrer 28 69 
Matthews, of Cam. 53 94 | Riter 71 52 
Middlecoff 9 45 | Robinson 35 63 
Middleswarth 49 12 | Rhule 15 06 
Miller, city of Phil. 46 65 | Rutherford 215 
Miller, of county do.41 93 | Sellers 24 87 
Mitchell 25 29 | Slemmer 27 53 
Moore, of Beaver 105 45 | Sloan 58 22 
Moore, of Erie 89 53 | Smick 9 ll 
Morgan 53 69 | Stanley 20 77 
Morris 62 73 | Statler 52 55 
Myers 16 34 | Stauffer 19 71 
Newhard 30 27 | Taylor 39 59 
Overfield 70 70 | Thomas 18 25 
Park 32 47 | Tomlinson 40 20 
Parkhurst 38 50 | Wagener 84 70 
Patterson, Alleg. 48 76 | Wanner 15 26 


Patterson, Wash. 40 25 








Waugh, Mercer, 43 84 
Joux Evans, Secretary. Petriken 58 97 | Waugh, Wash. 38 19 
Pettigrew 90 58 | Wilkins 165 98 
SSS ee Power 54 35 | Workman 73 31 
POSTAGE OF THE LEGISLATURE. Pugh 32 85 | Smith, Speaker, 48 36 
as . ; Purviance 59 54 | Clerk 106 06 
The Postage of members of the Legislature during | Rahn 43 10 | Committee of Ways 
the session of 1829-30, so far as returned amounts to | Ramsey (24 00 and Means 12 38 
$6,891 92. Read 71 51 
SENATE. Harrisburg Statesman. 
Messrs. | Messrs. i peeieetiaeine 
—— ot oe _ 32 $;| PETITION OF BLACKSMITHS, AND SUNDRY 
Blythe 10 70 | Piper 99 12 MANUFACTURERS OF IRON, 
Brown 55 83 | Powel 153 49 RESIDING IN PHILAD’A; 
Burden 119 62 | Ray 23 89) Praying that the duty on certain descriptions of Iron may 
Cunningham 80 38 | Reiff 35 30 iD aed as 7 afford to them pica ab caeadten 
Drumheller 43 00 | Ringland S08 y ee 
Duncan 69 69 | Scott 48 85 
Fox 53 24 | Seltzer 6 62 March 2, 1830. 
Fullerton 30 53 | Sturgeon 72 21) Referred to the Committee on Manufactures, and order- 
Hambright $8 04 | Sullivan 54 82 ed to be printed. 
Hay 98 37 | Wilber 28 18 | i 
Slousion 27 51 | Wise 56 68 | 20 the Honorable the Senate and House of Representatives 
Hunt 33 46 | Hawkins 57 13 in Congress assembled: 
Jackson 53 32 | Clerk 99 10 We, your petitioners, re-manufacturers of iron, and 
Kerlin 24 S5 | Newspapers & pamph- others, in all the branches of smiths’ work, respectfully 
King 43 11 ke 256 40 | pray that we may be put on the same footing in our own 
Krebs 28 89 ———— | market with the foreign manufacturer. Your petitioners 
Logan 20 08 Total 2,G01 04 | are at this time excluded from the United States’ market 
by the present duty on iron, our raw material. 
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. Ist. The duty on hardware in general is 25 per cent. 
Messrs. Messrs. ad valorem; and on that kind of iron which hardware is 
Alexander 20 84 | Fisher 12 87 | made out of, the duty at this time is from 140 to up- 
Anderson 22 13 | rick 60 26 | wards of 250 per cent.; viz: common English bar iron is 
Banks 50 51 | Fuller 58 22| now selling in British ports in Wales at £6 per ton, (for 
Barlow 75 06 | Galbraith 106 36 | all sizes above 9-16 upto 2 inch,) or $26 66; the duty 
Barndollar 20 16 | Geiger 16 46 | on those sizes is $37 per ton, being, as before stated, as 
Bastress 34 24 | Griffith 22 63 | near 140 per cent. as the case may be, exclusive of frac- 
Beaver 40 77 | Hamacher 6 08| tions. Halfinch iron, either round or square, is now 
Black (of Greene) 46 93 | Hassinger 88 06 | selling at £7 per ton, or $31 11; the duty on this size, 
Black (of Perry) 8 32 | Hathorn 9 68 | and all under, is 78 40 per ton, or 54 cents per pound, 
Blair 38 95 | Heston 20 56} making the enormous duty of upwards of 250 per cent. 
Bushfield 62 01 | Hoffman 84. | or 221 per cent. more than the duty on hardware; thus 
Buttz 54 07 | James 17 70 | throwing our ports open to foreign manufacturers at an 
Byerly 32 42 | Kelchner 9 76 | advantage over the home manufacturers of 111 per cent. 
Carter 24 72 | Kneppley 19 46 | on those sizes ofiron over half inch in diameter, and of 
Cox 16 37 | Landis 9 51} 221 per cent. on the half inch in diameter. From the 
Craft 114 59 | Laporte 73 73 | foregoing facts, your honorable bodies will be able to 
Cummin 30 54 | Leaming 73 22) judge how we are situated in regard of partaking in the 
Dennison 44 09 | Linvill 9 46 | manufacture of hardware out of common English iron, 
Doudel 19 05 | Labach 14 58| the material almost exclusively used for that purpose. 
Ellis 77 12 | Long 19 49 | Selling price of this iron, at the iron stores in this city 
Emlen 16 68 | M‘Conkey 16 21 | —all over 5-8 inches sell at $90 to 100 per ton, or $5 50 
Eneix 71 83 | M‘Minn 13 56} per 112 pounds; while the English manufacturer gets 
Evans, of Mont. 33 88 | M‘Quaide 53 47 | his at 26 66 per ton, including 5-8 inch: here 5-8 inch 
Evans, of Phil. 41 88 | M‘Sherry 3 40 | sells at 120 dollars per ton: taking the average, he gets 
Ferguson 17 51 | Mallery 93 72| it at 73 34 per ton less than we get it for. Half inch 
Fetterman + 55 36 | Martin 52 


14 | he gets at £7; or $31 11, whilst your petitioners have 
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to give 7 dollars per 112 pounds, or 135 per ton, or 
104 39 more than the English manufacturer! The 
same difference exists on all sizes less than half inch, 
only not quite to the same degree. 

2d. Your petitioners are well convinced that the 
present tariff of duties on the aboye sizes of iron is de- 
cidedly injurious to the country, and for the following 
reasons: ‘he law was said to be for the protection of 
iron drawers, but the result has shown what we said it 
was then doing, before the last additional duty, viz— 
causing iron to be imported in the state of hardware, 
and, by being thus imported, prostrated the hopes of 
those who expected to reap some benefit by it. On the 
contrary, it has lessened the demand for iren in the bar, 
both of domestic and foreign manulactures to the great 
detriment of your petitioners, without benefitting the 
consumer. As we stated in our petition to Congress in 


1828, printed by order of the senate, we did not ask any | 


additional burden to be laid on the consumer, and we 
again humbly pray to be put, in our own market, on the 
same footing with the foreign manufacturer, by a mod- 
ification of the duty on iron of all sorts and sizes, by as- 
similating it to that of hardware, viz. 25 per cent. ad 
valorem. We submit to the consideration of your hon- 
orable bodies the article of bedstead screws—they are 
now sold in England, made out of half inch round iron, 
at 6s. (heretofore from 6s. 6d. to 6s. 9d. but the price 
of them, with that of iron, has fallen,) per gross,or $1 33 


The duty is 25 per cent. ad valorem, or 39 
Exchange, say per cent. 13 
Other expenses, say 25 

2 10 


The duty, 34 cents per Ib. alone, on the raw material, 
is $1 574, or 254 cents more than the first cost of the 
ready made article. But if we should go to a store, 
and buy 45lbs. of iron, at 7 cents per,lb.,then the iron a- 
lone will cost us$3 15,orl 05 more than the article ready 
imported. Again, it is not generally known, that wheel- 
tire, provided the holes are punched in it, can be im- 
ported as follows— 

One ton of bar iron, say any size suitable for tire, £6, or 
9 
For an addition of 10s. per ton the holes can be 
punched (provided it is so ordered, and done 

from the same heat that it comes from under 

the rollers, ) 2 20 
Exchange, 10 per cent. 2 90 
Duty, 25 per cent. ad valorem, or 20 percent. 8 41 
Freight and other charges, say 


4417 
Or 45 to 55 dollars less than if the raw material is 
bought by us at the iron stores. Here, then, are two 


_ ject to a duty, asabove stated, of from 135 to nearly 200 
|percent. Boiler plates are now imported, of size and 
| punch for steam engine boilers, at a duty of 25 percent 
‘ad valorem—the cost of plates in Wales may be about 
, £8 10s. to £9 per ton. (as it is always lower than single 
rolled iron, that is now at £9,) or say S8 90 dollars, the 
| average; the duty is 78 40, or more than 200 per cent. 
| This sufficiently shows, that iron will find its way into 
the country in a manufactured state, and thereby we 
| shall lose that part of employment which in justice be- 
‘longs to us. The same reasonsare applicable to hoop 
iron, the price of which is, agreeable to size, from 7 to 
| £10 per ton, or from $31 41 to 44 44, subject to a du- 
‘ty of 78 40, or from 175 to 250 per cent. Hoop iron 
| is extensively used in the manufacture of hardware, but 
all articles that come under such duties are entirely out 
‘of the question for us to manufacture. 

4th. The iron manufactured by hammering, sold, the 
last year, from £13 10s. to £14, or fron 60 to 62 20 
' dollar per ton, which is nearly the same price as it costs 
here to manufacture, agreeable to the statement of one 
| of the witnesses examined before the Coinmittee of the 
| House of Representatives in 1828, altho’ your petition- 
ers believe that it does not cost near that sum, provided 
'the workmen were paid in money; for itis a well 
| known fact, that great fortunes were made in the iron 
_ business before the year 1816, and your petitioners be- 
| lieve that the duty previous to that time was but from 
| six toseven dollars per ton. That two thirds of the 
| quantity manufactured finds a western market and is 
altogether out of the reach of competition from the im- 


| ported article. That, notwithstanding the low price of 


rolled iron in Great Britain, there is still iron made there 
| by hammering, and sells as above stated, from $69 to 62 
(20 per ton, the same price as either Russia or Swedish 
iron. Were that kind of iron imported free from duty, 
' it would not affect the manufacturing of it here in any 
material degree. Imported hammered iron is general- 
| ly rolled into rods and hoops for cut nails—the supply 
'from the domestic manufacturer is only 30,000 tons, 
while that imported is 60,000. Your petitioners further 
' state, that, under the present law, the encouragement 
'of the manufacturing of iron cannot be promoted, be- 
_cause it is imported in the shape of hardware; and fur- 
| ther, that the additional duty operates against us as a 
| double lever, from the duty on hardware being ad va- 

lorem, and rising or falling with the price of iron, while 
that oniron is specific, and stationary. Iron having fall- 

en in price in Great Britain about 20 per cent. and the 

duty in this country having been raised nearly 20 per 
cent. operates almost 40 percent. against us. Your 
| petitioners, from the best information they have been 
lable to obtain, find that the few rolling mills in this 
| country have not found it to their interest, even under 

their present rate of duties, to pay any attention to 


articles, one already exclusively imported, the other | small sized iron, either small hoop or iron under 5-8 inch 
that may and certainly will be imported, either in part | in diameter, either round or square; neither to sheet 
or already manufactured, when it is known that such is | iron; but mostly their attention has been to rolled hoop, 
the case. Your petitioners believe that there is no rem- | for the purpose of nail-cutting, and large sized iron, It 
edy other than that already stated—the assimilation of | is doubtful whether 500 tons of those qualities or sizes 
the duty on iron to that of hardware. Here we are o- | of iron that come under the 33 cents per pound duty, 
bliged to observe, that we think, nevertheless, the duty | have been manufactured in this country per annum, 
on araw material ought never to be as high as ona man- | which is nc compensation for the loss sustained by your 
ufactured article. | petitioners in those articles imported in the shape of 
3d. The same reasons are applicable to sheet and | hardware. 
hoop iron. The present price of sheet iron in England} Your petitioners respectfully submit to your honor- 
is nine, eleven, and thirteen pounds per ton, for single, | able bodies, giving their honest opinions as practical 
double, and triple, or 40 dollars single, 40 88 double, | men, the propriety of so modifying the present duty on 





and 57 76 triple, subject to a duty of 78 40 per ten; | all kinds of bar iron manufactured by rolling, that, in 


the duty alone is from 135 to nearly 200 per cent. The 
selling price in this city is from 150 to 170 dollars per 
ton, or about three times the price it sells for in Great 
Britain. Your petitioners are aware that large quanti- 
ties of sheet iron have been imported, for the purpose 
of making stove pipe, and, by being cut and punched, 


! lieu of the present specific duty, an ad valorem duty of 
50 per cent. should be substituted, on all sizes; as small 
sizes cost more, the duty would still be in proportion to 
the first cost; under this head including rods of every size 
and description. The same duty of 50 percent. on all 
sheet, hoop,and boiler plate iron, to take effect on thelst 





was imported at a duty of 25 per cent.; but had it not | of June next, and to continue till the first of January, 
been for that additional labour, it would have been sub- | 1831; then the duty on all descriptions of iron manufac 


1830.] 
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tured by rolling to be the same as the duty on hardware. | 
‘The duty on all descriptions of iron manufactured by | 
hammering to be 20 per cent. including English refin- | 
ed manufactured by rolling, from the date aforesaid to | 
the first of January, 1831; and after that period, 10 per | 
cent: and on all kinds of iron in blooms, slabs, and loops | 
in a less manufactured state than bar iron, to be import- 
ed duty free. These last articles would more than com- | 
pensate the few rolling mills for the loss of what little | 
they do in small sizes of iron, without interfering with | 
iron manufactured by hammering. On steel, 50 cents | 
the 112 lbs. (foreign steel commands from 16 to 20 per | 
lb. while American is only six cents. ) 
There is a kind of chain made out of common English 

iron, and imported into this country for about the price | 
of iron, the duty being differently charged. In Phila- 
delphia it is charged at three cents per pound, but in 
New York it is admitted as hardware, at an ad valorem 
duty of 25 per cent. It would be desirable that the 
terms of the act should specifically refer to all chain 
cables or parts thereof, and that all chains above 3-8 | 
inch in diameter should be considered as chain cable, | 
and pay duty accordingly: the duty would then be e- 

qual in all parts of the Union, and only about one-sixth | 
of what it now is on half-inch round iron, the kind that | 
the chains alluded to are made of. 








that it createsno employment for workmen in the draw- 
ing of iron, and not only hinders lads from learning the 
smith'ng business, but deprives those of employment 
who have already learned it; that the number of smiths, 
in all the branches of that extensive business, is as one 
iron drawer to fifty smiths, in a country like England, 


where needles, and cutlery, and watch springs, are ex- 


tensively manufactured. In this country, taking the ay- 
erage rate, we should suppose that two men would use 
twenty pounds of iron per day, or 120 pounds per week; 
and two men at one fire draw two tons of iron per 
week by hammering, or five tons if by poodling and 
rolling; taking the average rate, 54 tons per week, two 
men in making iron will keep sixty-five of us at work, 
or thirty-four to one, omitting fractions. It may be said 
that the iron drawer must have coal, &c. and so must 
we; but in both cases this work is done by labouring 
men, and not by mechanics. The policy of keeping as 
many of us at work as possible, in case of war, has been 
illustrated for nearly 3000 years, by ancient nations.—~ 
“Now there was no smith found throughout all Israel; 
for the Philistines said, lest the Hebrews make them 
swords or spears; so it came to pass in the day of battle 
that there was neither swords nor spears found in the 
hands of the people that were with Saul and Jonathan, 
except that of Saul and Jonathan.”—1 Sam. xiii. 19. 22, 
“Then was there war in the gates—was there a shield 
or aSpear seen among 40,000 in Israel’’—Judges, v. 8. 


Your petitioners further state, that the duty on coal 
ought to be so modified as to be three cents per bushel, | ame : 
instead of six, the present duty, being a raw material, | Dreadful situation indeed to be found in, when the ene- 
and the price of English coal being generally from 25 | my was atthe gate. The most striking difference be- 
to 35 cents per bushel. The duty on wire to be the | tween the above policy and urs, is, that the former 
same as that on hardware. | was brought on by the wiley Philistines, their enemy; 
Your petitioners further state, that they are now sub-| but on us, by those who are authorized to guard and 
jected to heavy taxes on their wearing apparel, and | protect our rights in case of such an event. Should 
the manufacturers of cottoii have their raw material as | this law be long in existence, who can tell how many of 


low as their competitors. That among all nations at- 
tention has been paid to lay the impost duty on manufac- 
tured articles higher than on the raw material. Was it 
necessary to plead usefulness, your petitioners are of o- 
pinion that their services can be less dispensed with | 
than that of any other mechanists—that no favor ought 
to be shown to one part of the community at the ex- 
yeon of another, as it naturally creates jealousies and 
eart-burnings. That if cottonand woolen manufactur. 
ers are protected by duties of from 50 to 225 per cent. 
there is no reason why your petitioners should be op- 
pressed by such enormous duties on their raw materials. 
Is not this creating a difference, and treating us as tho’ 
we were not members of the same family? If the man- 
ufacturers of iron cannot make it cheap, it is no reason | 
why we should be deprived of re-manufacturing it, as | 


we are willing to do so on the same terms as the foreign- | 
er: only let us have our raw material at a duty not ex- | 
ceeding that paid on hardware; for we conccive that it | 
can be no diffcrence to the manufacturers of iron in| 


this country, whether a ton of iron is imported in the | 


| 


bar, sheet, or rod, and made by us into hardware, or a) 
ton imported in the shape of hardware. In either case, 
it is a ton of iron introduced into the country, with this | 
difference, that if imported in the raw state, we re-man- 
ufacture it, but, ifimported in the shape of hardware, | 
we lose our share in the manufacturing of the article, | 
which we consider unjust, as it gives an advantage to | 
the foreigner over us, in our own market, of from 111 to | 
221 per cent.on his raw material,and that this is the case, | 
can be clearly seen by what we have above stated. Now, | 
should any nation lay a duty of from 140 to 200 per ct. | 
on our cotton in the bale, and only 25 per cent. ifin a | 
manufactured state, do we not readily perceive that our 
cotton would still find its way into those markets? This | 
is precisely the case with iron—it finds its way into our | 
market in a manufactured state. 

In recapitulating our grievances, 
peat, that the present duty on iron is operating diamet- 
rically in opposition to the intention of its promoters; 
that it lessens the demand for iron in the raw state, be- 


ing superseded by introducing it in the state of hardware; | 
You, V 3 


we beg leave to re- 


iy 


our Jonathans would be without swords, or spears, or 
guns, and the enemy at our gates, viz—the mouths of 
our rivers, the gates to our seaports. We further re- 
mark, that, were the duty raised on hardware, the nat- 
ural consequence would be to substitute wood and 
hemp for iron, and still defeat the intentions of the law, 
besides operating as a bounty to smuggling. 

Your petitoners submit their just cause to your con- 
sideration, hoping that you will see the necessity for 
putting them on the same footing in their own market 
with the foreign manufacturer, which is all they ask— 
and, as in duty bound, will ever pray. 

*.* Since the above petition was in type, we have 
been correctly informed, that wheel tire has actually 
been ordered, and will be imported in the Spring!— 
Where we allude to articles that can be imported cheap- 
er than iron now sells fur, we do not mean that those 
are the only ones: we have chosen a light & a heavy ar- 
ticle merely to illustrate the subject, with the under- 
standing that all intermediate ones can be imported in 
the same way. 


Philadelphia, February 25th 1830. 


RECORDS OF PENNSYLVANIA. 


Abstract of the state records at Harrisburg, made by 
Thomas Sergeant Esq. when Secretary of the Common- 
wealth, and by him presented to the Historical Com- 
mittee of the American Philosophical Society, Nov. 3, 





1819. 1748 to 1758. 
(Continued from p. 212.) 
July 25. Several projects were suggested in the 


present state of affairs. One was to raise a sum of mo- 
ney by subscription; this was, however, dropt, on ac- 
count of the difficulties and objections attending. Ang- 
ther was to make an offer of lands. 

Letter from Governor Morris to Gover Shirley :— 

‘‘The defeat of our troops appears to me to be owing 
to the want of care and caution in the leaders, who 
haye been too secure, and held in great contempt the 
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Indian manner of fighting. Even by Capt. Orme’s ac- | he proposed on the part of the Proprietaries, to grant 
count they were not aware of the attack. And there | land west of the Allegheny mountains, without any pur- 
are others that say the French and Indians lined the | chase money, and with an exemption from quit-rents for 
way on each side, and in the front and behind intrench-|15 years, from 1st March next, viz. to every Colonel 
ments that we knew nothing of till they fired upon | 1000 acres, Lieutenant Colonels and Majors each 750, 
us.” Captain 500, Lieutenant and Ensign 490, Soldier 200; 
July 28, Letter from Col, Dunbar at the Great Cros- | to be patented without fees (except surveying), on con- 
sings, dated July 6, stating that be intended to proceed | dition of settlement within three years after the removal 
to Philadelphia, to quarter the two regiments there.— | ofthe French. Recommending to Assembly to afford 
Also from Col. Burd, dated Shippensburg, 25th, that on | some assistance to such as would accept of these terms. 
17th he received news of the defeat, and set out forth- The address of the Assembly to the King against the 
with for Fort Cumberland, where they arrived. He had | Governor, for refusing to pass the bill for striking £20,- 
there an interview with Col. Dunbar, who gave him the | 000, was referred by the Piivy Council to the Lords of 
following particulars of the engagement, to be commu- | Trade, who on the 30th May 1755, made report, which 
nicated to Gov. Morris-—“On Wednesday the 9.h cur- | is here entered in the minutes. The report recom- 
rent, there was a small body of French and Indians | mends rejecting the address—on the ground that no in- 
(about 500, neyer was any more on the ground,) dis- | structions were given by the Proprietary for refusing 
covered by the guides ata small run called Frazier’s | the assent of the Lieut. Governor to bills of this nature. 
run, about 7 miles this side the French fort over the riv- | It proceeds to give a history of the proceedings of the 
er Monongahela. ‘They were on the side of a hill.— | Assembly relative to raising money at the requisition of 
The guides immediately informed the General, who | the English ministry; evidently with a view to represent 
marched the troops on and formed them. The battle | their conduct unfavorably. 
began at 1 o’clock of the noon, andcontinued3 hours.| 1755—August1. Assembly passed a bill for raising 
The enemy kept behind trees and logs of wood, and | £50,000 for the King’s use, by a tax of 12d. per pound, 
cut down our troops as fast as they could advance. The | and 20s. per head, yearly, for 2 years, on all the estates 
soldiers then insisted much to be allowed to take to the | real and personal, and taxables within this province.— 
trees, which the General denied, and stormed much cal- | This was presented with an addressin reply to the 
Iing them cowards, and eyen went so far as to.strike | speech of the 24th, approving their call. 
them with his own sword for attempting the trees. Our| Official account sent by Gov. Morris to Sir Thomas 
flankers, and many of our soldiers that did take to the | Robinson, Secretary of State: 
trees, were cut off from the fire of our own line, as they **From the best information I could get of the action, 
fired their platoons wherever they sawa smoke or fire. { our army upon the crossing a small river near the fort, 
The one half of the army engaged never saw the ene- | fell into an ambuscade, was almost encompassed by a- 
my. Particularly Capt.Waggoner of the Virginia forces, | bout 700 French and Indians, who kept up a continual 
marched 80 men up to take possession of a hill: on the | fire for 3 hours upon our troops from behind trees and 
top of the hill there lay a large tree about 5 feet diameter, | intrenchments, which they had thrown up four days be- 
which Capt. Waggoner intended to make a bulwark of. | fore, and killed great numbers without being them- 
Ile marched up to the log with the loss of only three | selves the least exposed.” Col. Dunbar who was with 
men killed by the enemy, and at the time his soldiers | the heavy baggage about 40 miles from the place of ac- 
carried their firelocks shouldered. When they came | tion received the remaining of the General’s broken di- 
to the log they began to fire upon the enemy. As soon | yision. 
as their fire was-discovered by our line, they fired from Letter from Governor to General Shirley, by express, 
our line upon him. That he was obliged to retreat | dated July 30: 
down the hill and brought off with him only 30 menout | Iam surprized at Col. Dunbar’s intention to march 
of 80—and in this manner were our troops chiefly de- | immediately to this town, and desiring me to provide 
stroyed. Sir Peter Halkett and one of his sons killed in | winter quarters in the month of July. Expressing con- 
the beginning of the action. Sir John St. Clair was pre- | cern that an army of 1500 effective men should destroy 
sently after wounded by a bullet in the right breast.— | aJl their ammunition, baggage, and make a precipitate 
The General had three horses killed under him, and at | retreat, when it does not appear they had any knowl- 
Jast was shot through the belly, and died of his wound | edge of a greater number of French and Indians than 
and was buried across the road. The General had with | 500; having the back inhabitants opposed to the Indi- 
him all his papers, which are entirely fallen into the | ans and the French; at liberty to draw all their for- 
hands of the enemy, as likewise about £25,000 in cash. | cesto Virginia. Proposing that Gen. Shirley should or- 
All the wagons that were with the General in the action, | der such parts of Col. Dunbar’s troops as should not be 
all the ammunition, provisions, cattle,&c. two 12 pound- | wanted for the garrison of Fort Cumberland to be post- 
er cannon, six 4 pounders, 4 cohorns and 2 hortts, with | ed at Shippensburg and Carlisle, and at or near Mc- 
all the shells, &c. The loss of men as nigh as Col.Dun- | Dowell’s mill, where the road to the Allegheny. be- 
har could compute at that time is 700 killed and wound- | gins.” 
ed—the one half killed; and about 40 officers. Colonel! Letter to Col. Dunbar, requesting the same things— 
Dunbar retreated with 1500 effective men. He destroy- | stating if it was not done, the country west of the Sus- 
ed his provisions, except what he could carry along with quehanna would be abandoned and laid waste. Atthe 
him for subsistence. He arrived on Tuesday, 22d inst. | same time requesting the corporation of Philadelphia, 
at Fort Cumberland, with his troops. He likewise de- | as he did not know what process this application might 
stroyed all the powder he had with him, to the amount | meet with, to provide quarters and a hospital. 
(he thinks) of 50,000 pounds. His mortars, shells, &c.| Letter tothe Hon. Thomas Penn from the Governor: 
he buried; and brought with him to our Fort two six- | “Our Assembly talk of giving £50,000, and to sink 
pounders. He could carry nothing off for want of | the same by a tax upon all lands, proprietary as well as 
horses.” others, and mean by that to drive you and your govern- 
Message of Governor to Assembly— informing of the | ment into the hard alternative of consenting to have 
arrival of Col. Dunbar at Fort Cumberland with the ar- | your estate taxed here by the assessors, or of bearing the 
my, having abeut S00 wounded officers and soldiers, | blame both here and in England, of refusing to contrib- 
and intended making to the city. That the Assembly | ute any thing towards the defence of the province. I 
might adopt measures to protect the western frontier, | have therefore resolved to make an offer of lands to the 
and recommending to them to enable him to dispatch a | westward of the Allegheny mountains, to those that 
vessel with the late intelligence to England. The Goy- | shall engage and go upon anexpedition. This offer, 
ernor also sent a message to the Assembly stating, that | which I do not expect to be accepted, from what _pass- 
to encourage an expedition against the French on Ohio | ed with Mr. Franklin previous to the making of it, will 
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I find put them in the wreng at home. Nodependance | 
is to be had on the Assembly or People here, for any 
assistance of consequence. The principal thing which 
they have in view is to distress you and your Governor 
into a compliance with them or oblige you to give up the | 
government. The former they seem to have laid aside | 
the hopes of; and therefore bend their force to obtain 
the latter. 

Letter from Col. Dunbar, Fort Cumberland, July 24: 
“] have been told that Gen. Braddock threatened this 
province with giving the men free quarters.—This may 
make the people unwilling to quarterus. But this is 
not my scheme—which I beg you will assure them.— | 
All I desire is that the troops may be with them as they | 
are in England. About 800 officers and soldiers killed 
and wounded.” 

August 5. Col. Dunbar to Governor—Fort Cumber- 
land, Aug. 1. “I march from this to-morrow with 1200 | 
men. If leave the Virginia and Maryland companies, 
with some of the train to protect this fort and the gene- 
ral hospital! where there is about 400 wounded or sick.” 

August 8. Scaroodyady and others, Owendats and 6 
Nations, made speeches. 

Aug. 15. Warm and long controversies between the 
| 


| 


Governor and Assembly about the bill for raising £50, - 
000; as to taxing the proprietary estates, arguments ful- 
ly gone into. 

Letter from the Mayor and Corporation of Philadel- 
phia, in answer to Governor, stating that they knew no 
law authorizing them to provide quarters, &c. there- 
fore it was not in their power to obey the order. 

Signed William Plumstead, Mayor, and others. 

Message to Assembly recommending a militia. 

Message recommending to the Assembly to pass a law 
to provide quarters. 

Angry messages from Governor and Assembly, about 
the presents to be made the Indians now in town. As- 
sembly say the “Treasury is exhausted. The Governor 
has been pleased to refuse his assent to our bill provid- 
ing for Indians and other expenses. However they 
would do all that could be reasonably expected, leaving 
the rest to be supplied by the Proprietaries, who are at 
least as much concerned in engaging the affections of | 
the Indians at this time.” 

Letter from Col. Dunbar to the Governor, dated the 
camp at the widow Beringus, August 7. ‘‘As soon as | 
[had the favour of your letter I called the field officers 
now with me and shewed it to them, and after consider- | 








ing your proposals we came to the resolution on the oth- 
er side, which we hope will be agreeable to Governor 
and the Council, and satisfy until we have the pleasure 
of meeting at Shippensburg, where I hope to be about | 
the 17th inst. and as we pass to leave a good guard at | 
McDowell’s mill. As to the number of troops you ima- | 
gine I have with me, you are greatly mistaken. I left 
upwards of 300 wounded and sick at Fort Cumberland, 
in the hospital; anc as [ left great quantities of powder 
and other stores there, I left all the Virginia and Mary- 
land companies to protect both. The troops now with 
me are not the best. General Braddock’s army consis- 
ted of all that went with him towards the French 
fort, both officers and soldiers were picked, and those 
now with me are naked; not nearso many shirts, breach- 





es, shoes, and stockings, as men; nor half the usual | 
number of tents to cover them from the inclemency of 


the weather. Butas they are, I am ready to do every 


| 


persons as he shall think proper to bring with him, 
should meet the troops on their march to Shippensburg, 
where they will wait his arrival or answer in order to 
consider what measures shall be proper and necessary 
to be taken to forward the public service. 
(Signed) Thomas Dunbar, ‘Thomas Gage, 
Rup Chapman, Wm. Sparke. 

Major General Shirley, August 6, 1755, from the camp 
on the Mohawk river, 36 miles from the Oneida carry- 
ing place, wrote to Colonel Dunbar—Ordering him to 
take upon him the command of his own and Sir Peter 
Halkett’s regiments, and without delay proceed to the 
city of Albany, leaving a proper number of officers of 
each regiment in Pennsylvania, Maryland, and New-Jer- 
sey, to recruit for completing the said regiments to their 
full complement of 1000 men each. It being the opin- 
ion of Gen. Shirley as expressed in a letter to Governor 
Morris, that the populous provinces of Pennsylvania, 
Maryland, and Virginia, are able to protect themselves 
upon the present emergency.” 

A great number of petitions from the inhabitants of 
the frontier and other counties, setting forth their de- 
fenceless state and beseeching the Governor to enable 
them to defend themselves and families, &c. which was 
sent to the Assembly, with an account from Jolin Harris 
that a large party of Indians actually set out from the 
French fort with design to fall upon and destroy the in- 
habitants of this and the neighboring provinces. 

August 19. Fresh orders from General Shirley to 
Colonel Dunbar, dated August 13th, “To collect as 
soon as may be, such provisions, pieces of ordnance, 
ammunition and horses, as he might meet with at Win- 
chester and Fort Cumberland, or elsewhere in Virginia, 
(reserving for the said fort what he might think necessa- 
ry for its defence) as also such as he should receive from 
the Lieutenant Governors of Pennsylvania, Maryland, 
and Virginia, and those he buried in his retreat: and 
immediately to march to Fort Duquesne, besiege it, and 
thence proceed to Presque Isle, and attempt its reduc- 
tion. If it was impracticable to follow those instructions 
then to pursue those of the 6th August.” 

Letter from Gov. Morris to Gen. Shirley, dated Phil- 
acelphia, August 19—stating his fears nothing could be 
done; thatthe Assembly had done nothing. That un- 
common pains had been taken by the Quakers to pre- 
vent taking up arms—that a majority of the Assembly 
were Quakers. Their influence was great and the in- 
habitants now seem as unconcerned as ever. The As- 
sembly would not pass a law for a militia, nor raise sup- 
plies. As he could not conceive the other Provinces 
would carry on an expedition against Fort Duquesne, 
without the aid of this, he had not the least hopes that 
any thing of that kind will be undertaken this year, nor 
even in the next, without Parliamentary interposition. — 
That Col. Dunbar’s troops could be no where so well 
employed as in strengthening Gen. Shirley in gaining 
the important pass at Niagara, in which, if he succeed- 
ed, Fort Duquesne would become of little or no conse- 
quence to the French, as it would be impossible to sup- 
ply or reinforce it. 

Goy. Morris also wrote to Col. Dunbar—that he had 
given these opinions to Gen. Shirley; and that he was 
clearly of opinion that it would be more advisable for 
him to adhere to his former instructions, and continue 
the march of the army to Philadelphia. That the As- 
sembly had spent their time in a fruitless controversy, 


thing that can be judged reasonable for the honor of my | and would he feared do nothing adequate to the present 


master and good of his country, as you will find at! 
meeting.” | 


Camp, (as before,) August 6. Col. Dunbar having 


a letter received by him from Governor Morris, of the 
30th July, do give it as their Opinions that the Govern- 
or’s request of sending troops to McDowell’s mill, the 
towns of Shippensburg and Carlisle, to cover the fron- 
tiers of Pennsylvania, should be complied with; and they 


! 


assembled the field officers, to consider the contents of | 


do think it necessary that the Governor, witb such other | 


emergency. 

August 20. A council with the Owendats and some 
of the 6 Nations. 

Long and eloquent message from the Assembly, rela- 
tive to taxing the Proprietary—insisting on their bill. 

Governor informed by the Assembly, by message, that 
some “inhabitants of the city, observing with concern 
that the Governor and Assembly differ in opinion on 
the bill for raising £50,000, rather than the least hin- 
drance should be given to his Mujesty’s service at this 
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time of imminent danger by a sum so very trifling as} 3. That by some mismanagement we had not an In- 
they apprehend the Proprietary’s share of the Provin- | dian withus. That what friends there were last year 
cial tax might amount to, have petitioned the House,and | are lost, and no new ones gained. That Gen. Braddock 
engaged to pay £500 in behalf of the proprietaries into | could not get above eight or nine to attend him; from 
the public stock; being well assured that it would have | which circumstances he laboured under many inconve- 
been altogether unnecessary were the proprietary pre- | niences-—nor do we hear of measures being taken to get 
sent, and that they had no doubt he would honourably | any. That what assistance you may expect from Vir- 
acquit every subscriber. They therefore hoped the | ginia in troops, we are under the strongest apprehen- 
Governor would cheerfully pass the bill. sions you will be disappointed in, as more than half of 

Aug.21. The Governor adhered to his amendments. | the Virginia companies that were with us have deserted 

Message to Assembly —* On the 9th instant, I recom- for wantof pay. That the season is now approaching 
mended to you to establish a militia—but received no | when the falls of rain may be expected which will con- 
answer. I now call on you and insist ona plain and | sequently raise the several rivers we have to pass so as 
categorical answer, whether you will or will not estab- | to occasion the building of floats to transport the troops, 


lish a militia; that his majesty and his ministers may | &c. over, which is almost impossible to putin execution, 
be informed whether at this time of danger the province 








of Pennsylvania is to be put ina posture of defence or 
not.” 

August 22. Several petitions from the frontier town- 
ships were read, in which is described in the most mov- 


ing language, the distressed condition of the inhabitants | 


| if the enemy should chuse to make an opposition; and 


that the swampy grounds and clayey mountains we have 
to march over, would be rendered extremely difficult, 
scarcely practicable, and an absolute want of forage but 
what we could carry with us. That it greatly surprises 
us Gov. Dinwiddie should send you such a return of the 


for want of association, military discipline, arms and | troops, as he could have no authority for so doing, not 


ammunition. | having had it in his power to know a true and exact 
The Governor informed the Council that he had cal- | state of them. 


led them together at the instance of Scarooyady, who And, lastly. Were we to march immediately from 
wanted to say something of importance to this govern- | hence with the greatest expedition, it would be impos- 
ment in private council, but fearing least some of the | sible to arrive at Fort Duquesne in less than six weeks. 
Indians should come along with him, be bad delivered it | And we humbly conccive that before we could be pro- 
to Mr. Weiser. It was this:— vided with a proper train, provision, and every thing 

“Brother, the Governor of Pennsylvania, and all the | that would be necessary for such an expedition we 


English on this Continent. It is well known to you how | could not expect to arrive there before the middle of 
unhappily we have been defeated by the French near | November, and should we not succeed in the attempt 
Minongelo. We must let you know that it was the pride 


| we must inevitably perish, as the mountains are cover- 
and ignorance of that great General, that came from | ed with snow generally in the latter end of Cctober,and 


England. He is now dead; but he was a bad man when | there is no place to retreat to nearer than Fort Cumber- 
he wasalive. He looked upon us as dogs, and would j land. This is, sir, the real state and condition of both 
never hear any thing that was said to him. We often | officersand soldie:s. And as we are now so near Phil- 
endeavored to advise him and to tell him of the danger | adelphia, the only place to recruit our men with proper 
he was in with his soldiers. But he never appeared | necessaries, we proceed to it, which we humbly cov- 
pleased with us, and that was the reason that a great | ceive cannot retard our schemes, provided you shalt 
many of our warriors left him and would not be under | hereafter think proper to put them in execution, either 
hiscommand. Brethren—we would advise you not to | by going to Furt Duquesne or to Albany. Therefore 
give up the point, though we have in a manner been | shall wait your further commands at Philadelphia. Sign- 
chastised from above, But let us unite ourstrength.— | ed by Thomas Dunbar and others, 
You are very numerous, and all the English Governors} Letter from Gov. Morris to General Shirley; August 
along your sea shore can raise men enough. Don’t let | 24. “In addition to Col. Dunbar’s return, it may be ob- 
those that come from over the great seas be concerned | served that Pennsylvania, the province in which Fort 
any more. They are unfit to fight in the woods. Let | Duquesne is, and the best able to contribute largely to 
us go ourselves; we that come out ofthis ground. We | such an expedition, as it abounds with men, horses, 
may be assured to conquer the French.” carriages and provisions, will do nothing towards it, the 
August 28. Colonel Dunbar to General Shirley; camp | Assembly having set a month and adjourned themselves 
at Pine Ford, August 21,1755. “Upon the receipt of | without raising any money for that service. My intelli- 
yours, | thought proper to call the field officers, who af- | gence from the army is that they are in a very bad or- 
ter the most mature deliberation do unanimously agree | 
that it is impracticable to carry on an expedition to fort | of them having a contempt for the Colonel that com- 
Duquesue, from hence, at this time of the year, and give | mands them; that the men are in a poor and ragged 
the following reasons, viz— condition, and don’t relish another campaign, as it is 
1, That the only cannon we have are 4 short six | called. I find also that the scheme is to loiter as much 
pounders; that the 4 cannon at Winchester weigh up- | time and make as many difficulties as possible that these 
wards of 30 hundred weight each, and left there by the troops may not move from this place, or if that cannot 


lute General Braddock’s orders, from the impossibility | be done that they may go no further than Albany this 


. . . ° 
der, the officers disagreeing with one another, and most 





there was of carrylng them with him; that those at Fort | 
Cumberland are only four pounders, weighing from 12 | 
to 13 hundred weight each, and mounted on ship carria- 
ges with iron trucks, and Captain Orde informs us that 
they are only fit for ship service. 

2. That we have not above one third of our camp 
equipage, and our soldiers almost naked, and that all 
the cannon, mortars and ammunition, that the late Gen- 
eral Braddock had with him the French now have to 
strengthen their Fort. And we must beg leave to un- 
deceive you in regard to what you are pleased to men- 
tion of guns being buried at the time Gen. Braddock or- 
dered the stores to be destroyed; for that there was not 
a gun ofany kind buried; and the four that are now left 
are two that Colonel Dunbar had with him, and two that 
were lefi at Fort Cumberland, 


season. 


Message from Assembly to Governor—that they incli- 
ned to adjourn to 15th September. Another that they 
would wait the opinion of their superiors on the points 
in dispute. As tothe militia, the elections were com- 
ing on, and the people would decide how far a militia 
was expedient. 

Letter from Gov. Morris to Secretary of State—at- 
tributes the proceedings of the Assembly to the Quakers 
and Quaker preachers. 

Sept. 2. Gov. Dinwiddie writes to Gov. Morris, com- 
plains of Col. Dunbar’s ordering away the independent 
companies. That he left at Fort Cumberland 400 sick 
and wounded, the remains of the provincials, 170 effec- 
tive men tododuty. That he bad put out 6 companies 
of Rangers to protect the fronticrs. That in June the 


“~ 


—" <=<_ 


1830.] RETAILERS OF FOREIGN MERCHANDIZE. 253 


———oooollNlNNNaaNananamamEemDeaaeaaeaeaeae_—5—q_—Q“5030QqQ03<—<—_aK_a[”a””—0NnDao°c99a»«=«»@oaoawarrrrrrrrrrr—K—K—“—~—"SSSSeee 
Assembly had voted £22,000, and now a further sum of 
40,000 for the service of his Majesty. He proposes aug- 
menting their troops to 1200, and with the assistance of 


Pennsylvania and Maryland, marching over the moun- | aforesaid, That it shall be the duty of the constable or 
tains in October, and building a fort at the Great Cros- | constables of each township, borough or ward of the 
sing or the Meadows, ani leave a garrison of 800 men all | counties and cities of this commonwealth, once in each 


the winter. ‘If Col. Dunbar had entrenched himself | year, to make under oath or affirmation, a list of all 
in the Meadows, and sent in to the different Governors | the wholesale and retail dealers as aforesaid described 
it would have been a wise step; for Col. Innis writes me | and defined, dealing within their respective districts, as 
that the day after the engagement the French destroy- 


far as they can ascertain the same, and deliver the said 
ed all our artillery except the 6 pounders, which they | list to the clerk of the court of quarter sesssions, or to the 
carried to their fort, being apprehensive that the main | clerk of the Mayor’s Court, of the proper city or coun- 


body of our army would have made a second attack and | ty, on or before the first day of the third term of the 
afraid the artillery would have fallen into their hands.— | court in this year, and on or before the first day of the 
It appears to me that an infatuation attended all our | first term of the court of each year thereafter, to be 
movements.” filed and entered of record by suid clerk, 

Answer. Sept. 5. Col. Dunbar arrived 29th August, Sect. 3. And be it further enacted by the authority 
in Philadelphia. “lam much with you in opinion that | aforesaid, That all persons dealing as aforesaid shall 
it would have been right in these Colonies to have made | be classed according to the amount of annual sales by 
a second attempt upon the French but” “my As- | them respectively made and effected, in the manner 
sembly instead of promoting the King’s service, are do- | following, that is to say, those who are esteemed and 
ing all they can to render his administration odious, and | taken to make and effect annual sales to the amount 
to set the great body of Germans in this province against | of fifty thousand dollars, shall constitute the first class; 
the government under which they live, and I believe those to the amount of forty thousand dollars the sec- 
will more than any thing prepare them to receive the | ond class; those to the amount of thirty thousand doll- 


French proposals. This state of affairs makes it impos- jars the third class; those to the amount of twenty 
sible for me to assist you.” 


thousand dollars the fourth class; those to the amount 
( To be continued. _) of fifteen thousand dollars the fifth class; those to the 
— amount of ten thousand dollars the sixth class; those 
AN ACT | to the amount of five thousand dollars the seventh 
: ? | class; those to the amount of two thousand five hun- 
Graduating the dyties upon wholesale dealers and re- | dred dollars the eighth class. And any dealer to a less 
ee eee. the mode of | amount of annual sales shall: be classed in the said 

i ecting said duties. 


eighth class; Provided, That any feme sole trader or 
Sec. 1. Beit enacted by the Senate and House of | single woman in this commonwealth, who shall vend 


Representatives ofthe Commonwealth of Pennsylvania foreign merchandize and whose annual sales shall not 
in General Assembly met, and it is hereby enacted by | exceed those of the eighth class, shall not be required 
the authority of the same, That every person who shall | to take outa license under the provisions of this act. 

deal in the selling of any goods, wares and merchandize, Sect. 4, And beit further enacted by the authority 
wines or distilled liquors, drugs or medicines, except | aforesaid, That the associate judges and county com- 
such as are the growth, produce or manufacture of the | missioners of each county within the commonwealth, 
United States, and except such as are sold by auctioneers | shall at the third term of the court of common pleas or 
under licences or commissions granted to them pur- | mayor’s court in this year, and the first term in each 
suant to law, and by licensed tavern keepers, shall, on | year hereafter, taking up the returns of said constables 
or before the first day of September, eighteen hundred | from the said returns and their own knowledge, make 
and thirty, and on or before the first day of May, in lan accurate and correct list of all merchants tracing 
each year thereafter, take out from the treasurer of the | or doing business within their respective ccunties or 
proper city orcounty a licence for vending such foreign { cities, and place each of the said merchants in that 
merchandize or liquors, which licence shall be in the | class which shall to them appear right and just, by the 
following form, to wit— | number thereof as provided in the preceding section, 
| according to the amount of sales by them respectively 
has paid to me for the use of the com- | effected annually, as near as the same can be ascer- 
monwealth, dollars, which entitles him to whole- | tained, not fixing any one of them between any of the 


sale or retail foreign merchandize and liquors, as a | classes above described, which said list shall be signed 
wholesale dealer or a retailer of foreign merchandize | by the associate judges and commissioners, or a major- 
and liquors, of the class, within the county of {ity of them, and delivered to the county treasurer on 
for one year, from the first day of September, (or May | or before the second Monday of the third term in this 
as the case may be,) one thousand eight hundred and | year, and on or before the second Monday of the jirst 


A. B. Treasurer of county: Provided al- | term in each year hereafter; and if it shall thereafter 
ways, That the sale of liquors shall not be hereby auth- | appear that the name of any merchant, taxable under 
orised in measures less than those of one quart; and that | this act, merchandizing as aforesaid, shall not have 
nothing herein contained shall be construed to extend | been returned by said constable or included by said 
to physicians, apothecaries, surgeons or chemists, as to | judges and commissioners, the same may be returned 
any wines or spirituous liquors which they may use in | by the county treasurer at any time thereafter, and the 
the preparation or making up of medicines, for sick, | said judges, upon notice to be given by said judges and 
lame, or disordered persuns. 4nd provided also, That | commissioners, upon notice to be given by said treasur- 


the licences issued on the first of September next, shall | er to such merchant, of the time and place of so doing, 
be for the term of eight months, and expire on the | proceed to classify said merchant as aforesaid. 
first day of May ensuing, and be paid for that period | Sect. 5. And be it further enacted by the authority 


in proportion to the rates for such licences hereafter | aforesaid, That it shall be the duty of the said judges 
fixed by this act, and at the expiration of said time |and commissioners, to fix upon some day certain, of 
such licenses shall be issued from the first day of | which reasonable public notice shall be given, when 
May for the term of one year, unless in case of whole- | any of the merchants defined and described in the first 
sale dealer or a retailer commencing after said date, | section of this act and required to take out a license as 
as provided hereafter by this act. 


same in the form in which said goods are imported, to 
take outa license for vending the same. 


Sect. 2. And be it furthe~ enacted by the authority 








County ss. 








alga age Provided That | aforesaid, or their agents or attorneys, may appear be- 
nothing in this act shall be taken or construed so as to fore the said judges and commissioners and show the 
require the impurter of foreign goods disposing of the | amount of their annual sales during the year previous, 
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duty of the judges and commissioners, from the best 
information they can have or obtain, to class them as a- 
bove required, which classification shall be final. 

Sec. 6 And be it further enacted by the authority 
aforesaid, That from and after the first day of Septem- 
ber, every merchant dealer as aforesaid, who shall have 
been estimated and taken as belonging to the first class, 
shall pay for license as aforesaid the sum of fifty dollars, 
those of the second class forty dollars, those of the third 
class thirty dollars, those of the fourth class twenty-five 
dollars, those of the fifth class twenty dollars, those of 
the sixth class fifteen dollars, those of the seventh class 
twelve dollars and fifty cents, those of the eighth class 
ten dollars, and any person commencing retailing after 
the time at which licenses are issued under this act, shall 
take out a license for that time until the next yearly i is- 
suing thereof, for which period he shall pay at the rate 
of twenty dollars for the whole year. 

Sec. 7. And be it further enacted by the authority a- 
foresaid, ‘Chat it shall be the duty of the respective 
clerks of the several Mayor's courts and courts of Quar- 
ter Sessions within this commonwealth, immediately af- 
ter receiving from the said judges and commissioners 
the lists containing the names of the wholesale dealers 
and retailers of foreign merchandize within their res- 
— counties, together with the classification afore- 

said, to transmit to the auditor general and the treasu- 
rer of their respective city or county duplicate copies 
of the same under the seal of court, and it shall be the 
duty of the auditor general to charge the treasurers of 
the said cities or counties with the amount payable by 
the several persons mentioned in said lists, from the pay- 
ment of which the said treasurers shall be exonerated 
only by procuring satisfactory evidence to the account- 
ing department, that the person or persons so returned 


OF GRAND JURY. ee 


for the payment of moneys arising from tavern licenses, 

and such settlement and allthe remedies and duties in 
relation thereto shall be regulated by the provisions of 
the third section of the act of twelfth of March, eighteen 
hundred and twenty-five, entitled an act more ‘effectual - 
ly to secure the collection of the revenue from tavern li- 
censes and for other purposes. 

Sect. 10. And be it further enacted by the authori- 
ty aforesaid, That the aforesaid city and county treasu- 
rers previous to entering upon the duties enjoined upon 
them by this act, shall enter into bonds with sufficient 
security, conditioned for the faithful performance of 
their trust to the commonwealth, according to the pro- 
visions of the act of fifteenth April, one thousand eight 
hundred and twenty-eight, relative to treasurers’ bonds, 
and the regulations prescribed by said act are hereby 
extended to all bonds to be taken under this act, and 
in case the bonds required as above are not transmitted 
within one month after the appointment of the said city 
or county treasurers, it shall be the duty of the auditor 
general to give notice to the county commissioners, who 
shall forthwith proceed to remove said officer so neg- 
lecting or refusing to give bond from his said office and 
appoint some other person in the place of him so remo- 
ved. 

Sect.11. And be it further enacted by the authority 
aforesaid, That the act of the second of April, eighteen 
hundred and twenty one, entitled an act laying a duty 
on the retailers of merchandize and the first section of 
the act of fourth March, eighteen hundred and twenty- 
four, supplementary thereto and such parts of said last 
act as are inconsistent with the provisions of this act are 
hereby repealed. Provided always, That such repeal 
shall not have any effect upon duties now payable or ac- 
cruing under said act, or upon any remedies or actions 


were not wholesale dealers and retailers of foreign mer- | for the recovery of the same orto diminish the liability 
chandize or liquors according to the true intent and | of any retailers or officers under the said act, now res- 
meaning of this act, and that it was impracticable to col- 
lect and recover the same. pated . 
Sec.8. Andbe it further enacte the authorit . 

aforesaid, That it shall be the duty Aibeereper city — | ae Sa Bowe Ho epenen te a 
county treasurer, on the first day of October in this year, 
and on the first day of June in each year hereafter, to ) Duties on Retailers of Foreign Merchandize from the com- 


ponsible for said duties or the collection thereof. 


= 


and if such merchants shall not so attend, it osaleneealenieanamednn needa diinaniedaaatid ined ateintammcateltaenbinmnantentnun nen be the | therefrom a commission similar to what is now allowed 


| law. 





make outa correct list ofall those who have not paid 
the duty and obtained license, it shall be the duty of 
such city or county treasurer to institute a suit against 
such delinquents under the directions of the second sec- 
tion of the act of the fourth of March one thousand eight 
hundred and twenty four, entitled a supplement to the | 
act laying a duty on retailers of foreign inerchandize,and 
the per centage recoverable by the said city or county | 
treasurer, from the delinquents for his own use as a com- | 
pensation for his services in the suits aforesaid, shall be | 
five per cent. in lieu of the ten authorized by the above | 
act. 

Sec. 9. And be it further enacted by the authority | 
aforesaid, That the respective clerks of the court of 
quarter sessions and mayor’s courts shall keep a record 
of the schedules and classificatious made under this act 
and shall be entitled to the sum of three cents for each 
name registered and returned by virtue of this act, and 
the respective city & county treasurers shall be entitled 
to demand and receive from each person to whom they 
shall deliver a license as afuresaid the additional sum of 
twenty-five cents, as a compensation for his services in 
making out, registering and delivering such license, and 
each constable shall be entitled to receive twelve and 
an half cents for each name correctly returned in his 
list, to be paid to the said constable and clerks by the 
proper city or county treasurer out of the funds created 
by this act, and the said county and city treasurers res- 
pectively, once in each year, to wit, on or before the se- 
cond Tuesday of December, shall settle their accounts 
with the auditor general and pay over to the state trea- 
surer all moneys received by them from dealers in for- 
eign merchandize in pursuance of this act, deducting 








mencement in 1821 to 1829, inclusive. 


| Philad’phia| Philad’phiajCity & Co.|Wh. State 


es City. County. Total. Total 























1821 2372 64 
1822] 12347 31] 5841 88] 18189 19] 35658 99 
1823| 7779 61| 2026 28] 9805 89] 29165 48 
1824] 283131] 727 05| 3558 36! 18490 19 
1825] 20236 90} 5690 62] 25927 52| 51154 44 
1826] 12471 52} 3265 44] 15736 76] 41545 87 
1827} 9158 65] 6223 55| 15382 20] 39493 07 
1828] 15561 31] 6133 62} 21694 93] 52108 03 
1829} 14444 37} 5950 49} 20394 86l 62607 99 





—— 


94,830 78) 35,858 93!130,689 71 332595 79 














PRESENTMENT OF THE GRAND JURY. 


The Grand Inquest of the Commonwealth of Pennsyl- 
vania, inquiring for the City, in attending to their offi- 
cial duties, have had their attention turned to various 
subjeets which they deem of sufficient importance to 
bring to the notice of the Court. 

In the course of the investigations which it has been 
their duty to make, they have viewed with deep regret 
the multipticity of Taverns within the city limits. It 
has appeared in evidence that licenses have been grant- 
ed in instances wherein the parties are in the constant 
habit of selling spirituous liquors in very small quanti- 
ties, and that persons have actually been furnished 
with liquor for which only a single cent has been de- 
manded. Augmentation of revenue is sometimes of- 
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fered as a reason for granting licenses; but surely the | course of law;—if he pays the committing magistrate’s 
framers of our laws never intended to accumulate mise- | fees, he is almost instantly discharged by his order; but 
ry or increase crime, by sanctioning licensed grogshops; | if unable to do that, the magistrate permits him to re- 
places for vending liquors in the smallest quantities to | main in prison, neglected and forgotten, until a criminal 
those whose daily labour is scarcely sufficient tosupport | court, when he is discharged by order of the court, or 
their families. The jury cannot but believe that if | of the prosecuting attorney. The Jury, therefore, think 
greater caution were used in granting licenses, and that | themselves bound to present this subject as an evil of 
if the court issued none but to persons of good charac- | great extent—one which is oppressive to the poor, and 
ter, and whose places of entertainment were adapted to } of great injury to the best interests of the community. 
accommodate the public, many of the crimes which fill | The Grand Jury also understand that the County Com- 
the docket and continue to disgrace our city, would not | missioners are in the practice of remitting fines on of- 
exist, at least in the painful degree which is now obvi- | fences inflicted by the Mayor’s Court—upon what 
ous. ground, or with what propriety, the Grand Jury is ata 
The Inquest view, also, with an unfeigned sorrow | loss to determine—at all events, they believe the prac- 
the many Lottery offices which are swallowing up the | tice to be illegal; an improper interference, and that it 
bard earnings of the poor, and by holding out the delu- | certainly tends to defeat the ends of justice. 
sive promise of a fortune, making them unfit for their By order of the Grand Jury. 
regular business; this is an evil of great and increasing THOS. PHIPPS, Foreman. 
magnitude. Information has reached the jury that a- | Wm. E. Leaman, Secretary. 
bout 403 offices for the sale of tickets are now open in Philadelphia, March 30, 1839. 
the city and liberties, besides a considerable number of CEES eae peace 
persons who pass — ne and endeavour COMMUNICATED. 
to draw inthe weakand credulous. Their efforts do , ry 
not operate only on the uninformed part of the commu- CASTS Oe Ea say 
nity, but the Jury believe some who have heretofore | Petition of Francis Daniel Pastorius, to the Governor 
sustained characters of reputation, have fallen victimsto | and Council of Pennsylvania; from the original in his 
them. We therefore are of opinion that, if lotteries; own hand writing, among the papers at Stenton. 











either of our state, or - sale of the tickets of those of Read in Council March 1, 1708-9. 

other states, were who rohibited, incalculable ben- 

efit would be the happy ee 5 ee | Do Charles Gookin, Esq. Lieutenant Governor of the Pro- 
This inquest is also of opinion that the facilities af-| vce of Penasylvania, (s. and his honorable Council. 

forded by the too indiscriminate purchases of Pawn- The earnest petition of Francis Daniel Pastorius 


brokers, and other dealers in the articles generally | humbly sheweth,that whereas your petitioner is not only 
known as second hand, and in a great degree accessary | a copartner of a certain company called the Francfort 
to and encouraging the numerous instances of petty lar- | Company, but also hath served the same the space of 
ceny which fill the record—and they are presented, in | seventeen years and five months without the least pay- 
the hope that if any measures are in the power of the | mentfrom the said company of a reasonable salary pro- 
court to check this evil, they may be resorted to. missed him out of the revenues of their Pennsilvanian 
The Jury have noticed, with much concern, the large | ©State; and moreover, hath considerably disbursed on 
number of boys collected almost every evening, and their account; and one John Henry Sprogel,through the 
during the Sabbath, at the various corners of the pub- | Contrivance or plotting of Danicl Falkner, in the last ad- 
lic streets and near the engine and hose houses. They | Journed court held for the County of Philadelphia the 
believe these collections to be of serious injury to the | 18th of January,by means of a Fictio Juris, (as they term 
morals of the youth, and subversive of that good order | it) wherewith your petitioner is altogether unacquaint- 
which ought to prevail in our city. They, therefore, | ¢d, hath got a writt of ejectment, which, tho’ it does not 
present them as nuisances which the peace officers | affect your petitioner, yet the said Sprogel would have 
ought to disperse, and which ought much more fre- | ¢jected him out of his own home. ‘Therefore your pe- 
quently than appears to be the case, engage the salu- | titioner humbly intreats the honorable Governor and his 
tary care of the city police. Council, to be pleased to take into your serious consid- 
They also deem it their <luty to notice the encroach- | eration, Ist, That the said Falkner, what he hath done 
ments on the side walks of the streets, by the numerous \in this case, did do, solely by himself, beyond his pow- 
wheel barrows found passing there, to the annoyance, | ¢' and contrary to the mind and will of his joint attor- 
and frequent danger of passengers. It has been said | €Ys Johannes Jawert. 2dly. That, Sprogle cannot 
that an ordinance is in existence, imposing a fine on | Show any deed of sale from your petitioners Copartners 
certain descriptions of barrows thus wheeled on the |!" Germany, the which, if the French had taken, (as he 
brick pavement, but the Jury cannot but fear, that from | sometimes will say) might by him have been procured 
some cause or other, the ordinance is not duly enforced; | afresh; he afterwards lying still in Holland’ several 
if in the power of the court to institute measures of a | months. 3dly. That, even suppose that he had bought 
remedial nature, they hope this matter will be attended | the shares of those in Germany, then the said company 
to. The great numberof boxes, casks, and other pack- | Or their attornies here, ought in honesty, to make up 
ages placed on the side walks,are also great obstructions | their accounts with your petitioner, and satisfy what is 
in the street. | justly owing to him and others, pursuant to their con- 
The Grand Jury likewise present the practice of | tractof Society. 4thly. That the said Sprogel having 
some of our magistrates, committing idle and disorderly | at once, in the last adjourned court above mentioned, 
a or vagrants, until discharged by due course of | got the said writ of ejectment so as to finish this his con- 
aw, and of again discharging them at their pleasure. | trivance in the County Court to be held the 3d day of 
It is believed that such a practice, though somewhat | the next month, between which, and the former, no pre- 
sanctioned by usage, has no foundation in law, and that | vincial court will intervene, ffor a writt of error, and 
any such person being thereof legally convicted before | hath further fee’d, or retained, the four known Lawyers 
a justice, cannot be properly committed to prison, ex- | of this province, in order to deprive,as well your petition- 
cept for a term not exceeding one month—such com- | er, as likewise Johannes Jawert, of all advice in law, 
mitment, in their apprehension, is the only legal one which sufficiently argues his cause to be none of the 
that can be made, and when so made, it isa sentence of | best. And so, finally, your petitioner, notwithstanding 
the law, over which the committing magistrate has no | he was the first of all Germans who came into this cowntry 
control. But it is a common thing, as the Grand Jury | since it is a Province, yet being but poor, and unable io 
understand, for commitments to be made for various pe- | fetch Lawyers from New York, or remoter places, makes 
riods of time,or ‘until the prisoner be discharged by due | this his bumble application to the honourable Governor 
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and his Council for any such effectual relief as you in 
justice and equity shall think expedient,both in restrain- 
ing the said Sprogel’s further proceedings, before he 
prove his title, as also that your petitioner’s accounts 
and other rightful demands, may be settled and accom- 
plished with the attorneys of the above said company, 
according to the way and method by themselves agreed 
upon, in their contract of Society. And your petitioner 
shall thankfully acknowledge your justness towards him 


in this his helples condition, and ever pray as in duty 
bound. 


MARBLE. 

A recent visit to some of the valuable quarries with 
which the neighboring county of Montgomery abounds, 
has afforded us a much better idea of their extent and 
value, than we previously entertained. 


ties, the whole rock formation appears to consist of mar- 


ble of greater or less value, and in some places the own- | 


The rock has | 
a dip to the horizon of about 45 degrees, and is found | 
near the surface; in some instances, where a valuable 


ers of the land have turned it to account. 


vein has been struck upon, the workmen have followed 
it to the depth of one hundred feet, and even more, 
when the labor of raising this heavy substance becomes 
immense. 


der ground, but the whole superincumbent earth is first 


scooped off, and enormous pullies, turned by horses or | 


oxen, erectedat the top. ‘The best marble occurs at 


the greatest depths, and it isa common occurrence to | 


be compelled to close operations on this account, after 


having followed a vein bey ond its easy access; thus leav- | 


ing a plentiful supply for future times, when that which 
is more easily obtained is exhausted. The process of 
separating slabs from their native beds is a simple, tho’ 
laborious operation, consisting of drilling, and when ne- 
cessary, blowing. The latter, however, is resorted to 
but rarely, 


Mr. Samuel it. Wood has erected machinery driven by 
water power, for sawing the rough and shapeless mass 
into slabs, in which form it is transported by canal to 
Philadelphia, without the addition of the refuse parts.— 


When mabogany was first introduced, it was the custom | 


to make household furniture of the solid wood, while 
now, almost every article of Comestic use is manufactu- 
red of mahogany, by veneering, and we see no reason 
why veneering might not with equal advantage be appli- 
ed tothe front of houses, which, for ornament, may be, 
at a very trifling expense of marble, sawed into very 
thin slabs, so that, ina few years, we anticipate it will 
confer no particular title to gentility to live in a marble 
house. Mr. Wood’s machinery, which, though simple, 
is remarkably cffective, cuts fifty slabs with only the at- 
tendance of boys and one man, while an individual with 
the hand machine would complete one; thus exhibiting 
the superior advantages of machinery. Sat. Bul. 





WasurnGron, March, 27. 


Dreadful Tornado.—On Monday evening last, near | 


sundown,a most awful hurricane passed over part of this 
county, which in its consequences were more disaster- 
ous and melancholy than any with which we have been 
visited in the recollection of the oldest inhabitants.— 
In its course it appears, so furas we have heard, to have 


been confined altogether to a narrow strip of country | 
not more than half a mile in diameter, in Peters’s town- | 


ship. ‘The course of the Tornado was from northwest 
to southeast, and among other particulars of a less des- 
tructive and afflicting character, we have gathered the 
following— 

The house in which James Armstrong resided was 
blown down upon the family, and killed Mr. Armstrong 


They are, 
situated on both sides of the Schuy|kill, and are said to | 
embr.ce many hundred acres—indeed in some vicini- 


It has not been found advisable to work un- | 


When a block is safely brought to the sur- | 
face, it is measured and marked and sent by turnpike, 
either to Philadelphia or Norristown; at the latter place 





| and his son, a lad, of what age we have not heard, and 
wounded every other member of the family, one or two 
of them dangerously. 
The dwelling-house and double barn of Joseph Town- 
, send, blown down. 
| Widow Blackmore’s house and barn, do. 
| John Logan’s house, do.—himself wounded. 
Thomas B!ackmore’s house and barn, do. 
Widow Gass’ house, co. 
| William M‘Millan, Esq’rs. dwelling partially unroof- 
ed, and several small buildings do. 

A new frame house entirely destroyed. This proper- 
ty was owned by a Mr. Boggs, living’ on Sawmill Run. 

The mill, blacksmith shop, and stable of Ephraim Es- 
tep, Esq. were principally destroyed, and a horse in the 
| stable, owned by the Rev. Mr. Shadreck, killed. 
| ‘Two barns belonging to the Messrs. Allisons, injur- 
ed, we have not heard to what extent. 

The damage done to orchards, fences and other pro- 
| perty not enumerated above, is very extensive and de- 

structive. 
We have not heard that this storm raged with any 


considerable violence elsewhere than in Peters’ town- 
ship. 














Among the clearances from ‘the port of Lancaster,” 
we notice the following: 

‘‘Ark P. W. Reigart, capt. Mullin—cargo 194 boxes 
furniture and goods for Langdon Cheves, "sq. and 50 
_hhds. whiskey for G. L. Mayer and C. Hager, destined 


| for Philadelphia, via. the Chesapeake and Delaware 
canal.” 





The building in Prune street near Sixth, built for a 
printing office, then afterwards known as the Tivoli 
, Theatre, then used as the Jefferaon Medical College, 
and recently as a Furriery, with a lot of sixty-nine feet 
| by one hundred, and a back lot of seventeen by forty 


feet, was sold by the Sheriff, for thirteen thousand one 
hundred dollars. 





Longevity.—There is now residing in West Fallow- 
field township, Chester County, a bachelor and three 
maiden sisters, whose united ages amount to 336 years. 
| They were born and have resided on the same farm; ex- 

hibiting in their long lives a striking example of the ad- 


vantages resulting from a life of temperance and so- 
briety. 





Rocking Stone.—On Mine,jiill, near the Gap, a large 
‘frocking stone”’ was lately discovered. It is a great 
curiosity, being a flat rock, from 12 to 18 feet long and 
3 feet thick, so nicely poised on another that an infant’s 
touch can make it move like the scales of a balance.— 
Stones similar to this have rarely been discovered, and 
| when known, have become objects of general attention. 
| Sharp Mountain T'unnel.—The Act of incorporation 
| for this purpose has passed our legislature. It will be 


; an undertaking of great local advantage, and conduce 
| much to the facilities of the coal interest. 


|  Mails.—Another daily mail is now carried between 
| this place and Philadelphia—it arrives at 11 0’clock and 
_departsat 2, This makes the third line of daily stages 
| between the two places, which are very frequently 
| found inadequate to convey all the passengers. One 
evening last week six stages arrived from Philadelpbia, 
| containing upwards of sixty passengers, 
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| Printed every SATURDAY MORNING by WILLIAM F 
| GEDDES, No. 59 Locust Street. Philadelphia; where, and at 
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